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NO TIME ADVANTAGE Gyan Drashan | had been on air for 14 years

4 Education Channels
to be Back on Air Soon

Anubhuti.Vishnoi@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Off air formorethana
year now, four education channels
that catered to lakhs of distance
learning students are likely to get
afresh lease of life soon.

HRD minister Smriti Irani is
learnt tohavewrittentoI&Bminis-
ter Arun Jaitley, seeking his inter-
vention to get the channels up and
running, once again, and the proc-
ess to do so has been initiated.

Four education channels — Gyan
Darshan I and IT run by the Indira
Gandhi National Open University
and another two run by II'T Delhi
andtheConsortiumforEducational
Communmication-University Grants
Commission (Vyas channel) —
were pulled off air in June 2014.

The oldest of channels, Gyan
Drashan I, had been on air for 14
years before its run was cut short.
The reason was that INSAT-3C, the
satellite which serviced the chan-
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The proposed
shift of these
4 channels to
new satellite had run
into red tape

nels, wasbeingused forotherstrate-
gic services and the channels were
required to beshifted toanothersat-
ellite. The proposed shift, however,
ran intoa bureaucratic tangle with
questions raised about licensing
and carriage fee for the free to air
education channels.

First off the block will be the two
IGNOU channels.

KM SHARMA
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Rural audience yet to optimise 11T education portal NPTEL

http://www.pagalguy.com/articles/rural-audience-yet-to-optimise-iit-education-portal-nptel-36442111

The National Programme on Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL), a project funded by the Ministry of
Human Resource Development (MHRD), is in the last few weeks of the third and final phase. Though amongst
the 'Most Viewed Educational Channel' on YouTube, the rural populace seems to be far from making the best
use of it, resulting in it being beneficial only for the urban crowd. Then how is NPTEL attempting to reach out
to students from the rural areas, that too in its final few weeks?

NPTEL courses and lectures are available for free download even on mobile phones, but for students with no
access to internet the solution seems to be DVDs. "We have a DVD format which the students can make use of,
and it is supplied to interior areas by our distributors. Also, we conduct various awareness programmes for the
students in the colleges to popularise this programme so they can make the best use of the content,” said Deepa
V, who spoke on behalf of NPTEL. She adds that colleges from tier-2 and 3 cities also approach the NPTEL, to
access the videos and educate students with quality learning material. This is provided by NPTEL on hard disks.

"The difficulty lies not in distributing the material, but in creating a 'demand’ for the course content in the rural
areas. We are equipped to deliver the material but the demand for the video content in DVD format is hardly
1% of the total users." says Balaraju Kondaveeti, CEO and Co-founder of BodhBridge, the distributors of
NPTEL DVDs. He added there has been a slight improvement in the approach and acceptance to the online
lectures across the country, especially in the urban cities. However, the rural public is yet get to the same level
of acceptance.

NPTEL which was started in 2003 as a joint collaboration of 7 I1Ts and 11Sc, is now in the final few weeks of
the third phase. They are waiting for funding from the HRD ministry before December 2015 to carry forward
any further activity which will enable them to reach out to a larger section of the rural areas. "If only we are
funded from the MHRD, can we increase our efforts to ensure we get the required response from the students
belonging to the rural areas.” added Deepa. This funding seems to be uncertain, as they have no clue if that will
happen or not.

NPTEL is believed to be largely beneficial for the students preparing GATE and other higher education
programmes. But so far only 3 students from a rural background have made the best use of this facility. It
remains to see if the HRD ministry will give NPTEL the required push to concentrate their focus on the students
from rural background. Also what needs to be seen is that how the NPTEL will formulate their strategy, in order
to focus on the students from the interior parts of the country.


http://www.pagalguy.com/articles/rural-audience-yet-to-optimise-iit-education-portal-nptel-36442111
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Programme_on_Technology_Enhanced_Learning
http://nptel.ac.in/Highlightsofnptel/Highlights_of_nptel.html
http://nptel.ac.in/availability1.php
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Physically Challenged Students to Get Fees Waiver in 11Ts

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/physically-challenged-students-to-get-fees-waiver-in-iits-1444737389-1

Indian Institute of Technology (11T) council has decided to waiver the fees of physically challenged students
around the nation. The decision to waiver the fees were taken in a meeting of the IIT council that was headed by
HRD Minister Smriti Irani. The meeting took place in Mumbai after which Irani confirmed by tweeting,
“Happy to report that IIT Council has decided to waive off fees for our physically challenged students.”

The proposal of the IITs to raise the tuition fees was deferred in the meeting and the government decided to set
up a committee that would examine the matter regarding the requirement of such fees hike. It would also look
after the matter related to student loans and increase in scholarships for those who are in need of them. The
institutes raised the issue of tuition fee hike in regard of the new funding mechanism of these institutes which
makes it necessary for them to run the institute through money received from students in the form of fees. If the
implementation in fees takes place the fees of the courses offered in I1Ts would shot up immensely and a course
that is at present at Rs. 90000 would end up into Rs. 2.5 lakhs.

In the council meeting that took place in Mumbai, it was also decided that the institute would admit foreign
students and preference would be given to students coming from various SAARC and African countries. 1T
council is the apex body that decides the policies that are to be included in the administration in various 1Ts
and is headed by HRD Minister. In regard of the fee hike, the minister was not keen to divulge any opinion
without examining the facts further.

PU V-C: Lack of communication between MHRD and UGC led
to freezing of funds

Grover said MHRD explained that they had not directed the UGC to stop the release of
funds.

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/pu-v-c-lack-of-communication-between-mhrd-and-ugc-led-
to-freezing-of-funds/

Panjab University vice-chancellor Arun Kumar Grover said lack of communication between the MHRD and
UGC had led to the freezing of funds from the Centre to the university.

The comment came after he met the MHRD officials in New Delhi last week. He added that he had received a
positive response form the MHRD and funds would be released soon.

“The MHRD has said the UGC cannot freeze funds to the varsity even if there is an investigation going on. The
fact finding committee has no authority to reccomend the stoppage of grants to the university. The MHRD’s
view point is that the ministry cannot stop providing salaries to the employees of an educational institute.”

Grover said MHRD explained that they had not directed the UGC to stop the release of funds. “The MHRD has
told me that if the university does not get a positive response from the UGC in a week’s time, | have to report to
them and necessary action will then taken.”

The UGC’s fact finding committee, which has been investigating into a complaint regarding misappropriation
of funds at the PU hostels, has not released the Centre’s grants to the Panjab University since April this year.
The lack of funds has led to a financial crisis at the varsity.


http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/physically-challenged-students-to-get-fees-waiver-in-iits-1444737389-1
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/pu-v-c-lack-of-communication-between-mhrd-and-ugc-led-to-freezing-of-funds/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/pu-v-c-lack-of-communication-between-mhrd-and-ugc-led-to-freezing-of-funds/
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The real reason a Chinese university has beaten MIT in the
engineering rankings

http://qz.com/522471/the-real-reason-chinese-universities-are-climbing-the-ranks-in-engineering-and-beat-out-
mit/

Tsinghua University, arguably the most prestigious research institution in China, last week upset the normally
staid world of university rankings. It grabbed the top spot in the engineering schools list compiled by US News,
a position long held by MIT.

MIT is unambiguously the more prestigious and well known of the two, especially outside of China, so how
could Tsinghua have overtaken it? The answer is quantity, not quality. And we’re not talking student quality
here, but research papers.

US News rankings by subject try to determine the best schools in a particular field, like engineering or
economics. For the hard sciences, the subject ranking relies almost exclusively on a university’s research
output. It is based on how much research each university produces, measures of how good that research is, and
the level of international cooperation. This is different from the US News ranking for schools overall, which
include indicators like the number of conferences held, books published, and PhDs awarded.

Chinese schools are indeed climbing the engineering list. Tsinghua drew attention for besting MIT, and two
other Chinese universities appeared in the top 10. But while these schools score big in the “how much”
categories, they do poorly on the “how good” ones.

Ranking School, engineering Country
#1 Tsinghua University China

#2 Massachusetts Institute of Technology US

#3 University of California, Berkeley us

#4 Zhejiang University China

#5 Nanyang Technological University Singapore
#5 (tie) National University of Singapore Singapore
#7 Harbin Institute of Technology China

#8 Stanford University us

#9 Georgia Institute of Technology us

#10 City University of Hong Kong Hong Kong

In the engineering category, Tsinghua was ranked #1 for “total publications,” meaning its name was attached to
more engineering papers than any other institution. But in “normalized citation impact”—a measure of citations


http://qz.com/522471/the-real-reason-chinese-universities-are-climbing-the-ranks-in-engineering-and-beat-out-mit/
http://qz.com/522471/the-real-reason-chinese-universities-are-climbing-the-ranks-in-engineering-and-beat-out-mit/
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/search?region=&subject=engineering&name=
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/articles/subject-rankings-methodology?page=2
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/rankings
http://fusion.net/story/210068/tsinghua-mit-top-engineering-school/
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per paper that accounts for differences in publication year and research area—it ranked a paltry #186. On
another qualitative category, “percentage of total publications among the 10% most cited,” it came in at #167.

Tsinghua’s “global research reputation,” a measure based on surveys of researchers in a particular field, was
#16 in the world, a respectable but not outstanding number. MIT remained #1 in that category, followed by UC
Berkeley, Stanford, and Caltech.

The same pattern applies to the other Chinese universities in the engineering top 10. Zhejiang University, #4 on
the final list, was third in total publications but #110 in global research reputation. Harbin Institute of
Technology, the seventh-best engineering school according to US News, was #2 in total citations and #4 in total
publications, but #130 and #157 in reputation and publications among the 10% most cited, respectively.

The quantity explanation shows that these universities still have a long way to go to match the prestige of their
counterparts in the US. The US News data show, for example, that Chinese universities attract far fewer staff
from abroad than American ones.

This is not to suggest the US News subject rankings don’t have merits. Any such ranking is bound to have
issues and trade-offs. And US News has taken measures to mitigate problems: In the explanation of its
methodology, it says that it reduced the effect of “skewed” indicators, so that a crazy high score in one category
couldn’t on its own move the needle significantly. Tsinghua and other Chinese universities also had a high
number—not percentage—of frequently cited papers, which helped them earn their score.

Still, the ranking could benefit from some measure of balance to avoid cases like Harbin, where the university
scores very high in some categories, like raw number of papers, and very low in others, like the average number
of citations per paper.

Until then, aspiring engineers should weigh picking Tsinghua over MIT carefully.

How Could India’s IITs Do so Badly in a Global Ranking of
Engineering Schools?

http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2015/10/13/how-could-indias-iits-do-so-badly-in-a-global-ranking-of-
engineering-schools/

They have nurtured some of Silicon Valley’s leading lights but Indian institutions feature just eight times
among a recently-compiled list of the world’s top 250 engineering schools.

The highest ranked, the Indian Institute of Technology in Delhi, came in at 103rd place on the U.S. News and
World Report ranking published last week.

The league table put China’s Tsinghua University top, ahead of Massachusetts Institute of Technology and
Stanford University.

The others from India — all 11Ts apart from the Indian Institute of Science Bangalore and Jadvapur University
in Kolkata — placed between 169th and 229th.

Universities were graded on 12 indicators, including the number of academic research papers produced,
citations given and Ph.D.s awarded. This is the first year Indian schools have been included in the engineering-
specific rankings.


http://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/articles/methodology?page=3
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/articles/methodology?page=3
http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2015/10/13/how-could-indias-iits-do-so-badly-in-a-global-ranking-of-engineering-schools/
http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2015/10/13/how-could-indias-iits-do-so-badly-in-a-global-ranking-of-engineering-schools/
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/india/engineering
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/india/engineering
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The Indian engineering schools have produced some stellar engineering graduates. For instance, IIT Kharagpur,
ranked 171, counts Google CEO Sundar Pichai among its metallurgical engineering graduates.

Satya Nadella, Microsoft CEO, earned his electrical engineering degree from Manipal Institute of Technology,
which didn’t make it into the rankings.

So why don’t these schools do better internationally?

Experts attribute the low rankings to a lack of focus on research and the high student-to-faculty ratio among
other things.

In the Quacquarelli Symonds’ global university rankings, published in September, Indian schools gained ground
this year — 11T Delhi climbed 56 spots to the 179th rank and the Indian Institute of Science ranked 147th—Dbut
they were the only ones to make it into the top 200.

University 2014 Rank 2015 Rank

Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore N/A 147
Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi 235 179
Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay 222 202
Indian Institute of Technology, Chennai 321 254
Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur 300 271
Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur 324 286

2015 Quacquarelll Symonds rankings
Made with Datawrapper for The Wall Street Journal

Indian institutes also lose ground in rankings because they enroll only a small cohort of foreign students, mostly
in post graduate and research programs, and also have very small international faculties.

In 11T Delhi, for instance, the size of international faculty was only about 1% of its total teaching staff of more
than 400. At MIT, which led the QS ranking, international staff members made up more than 55% of the total
faculty. At the National University of Singapore, the top-ranking Asian university on the QS list, more than
60% of the staff were international.

IIT Chennai, in south India, enrolled its first international student in an undergraduate program last year.

Despite these advances, some, including Narayan Murthy, founder of Infosys Ltd., one of India’s largest
outsourcing firms, remain skeptical of the quality of education at domestic institutions. Mr. Murthy is an
alumnus of 1IT Kanpur.

“Let us pause and ask what the contributions of Indian institutions of higher learning particularly 11Sc (Indian
Institute of Science) and IITs, have been over the last 60-plus years to make our society and the world a better
place,” Mr. Murthy was reported as saying during a speech in July at the Indian Institute of Science.

“Is there one invention from India that has become a household name in the globe? Is there one technology that
has transformed the productivity of global corporations?” he said. “Folks, the reality is that there is no such
contribution from India in the last 60 years.”


http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2014/05/15/why-do-indias-iits-do-so-badly-on-some-university-rankings/
http://www.oir.iitm.ac.in/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/IITDossier-link-2.pdf
http://scroll.in/article/741723/full-text-narayana-murthy-questions-the-contribution-of-iits-and-iisc-in-the-last-60-years

